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INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES WORKSHOP 
Have you never had an interview 
for a legal position before? Do you 
know what to expect? This workshop 
will help you prepare for this 
important step of the job search. It 
is scheduled for Tuesday (tomorrow), 
1/24, at HIGH NOON in Roo~ 503. If 
you have questions drop by Place-
ment. 
NUTS & BOLTS OF JUDICIAL 
CLERKSHIPS 
Second year students interested in 
spending 1-2 years after graduation 
working for a judge should make sure 
to mark your calendars for the "Nuts 
and Bolts of Judicial Clerkships 
Seminar", Tuesday, 1/31, from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Judges are beginning their 
recruitment process NOW for jobs 
beginning in the fall of 1990. 
Graduates that haye judicial clerk-
ships or students with externships 
will be present to discuss the steps 
in the process that proved success-
ful. 
CHOICES: ALTERNATIVES TO PRIVATE 
PRACTICE 
Saturday, March 4, 1989 
Explore the alternatives to priv-
ate practice at the CHOICES confer-
ence. Fifteen panels will discuss 
career opportunities ranging from 
Lawmaking to the Court System, to 
Alternative Dispute Resolution to 
Environmental Law. SAVE THE DATE! 
MARINE CORPS INFO SESSION 
Sign up in Placement Services to 
a ttend the Marine Corps information 
session, Thursday, 1/26, at HIGH 
NOON in Room 502. Don't miss it! 
TEACHING FELLOWSHIP 
The National Law Center, George 
Washington University , is accepting 
applications for University Fellow-
ships in Law (teaching fellowships ) 
to start Fall Term, 1989. Teaching 
fellows serve for a period of two 
years. They teach first-year Legal 
Writing and Research , and , during 
the same period, work toward their 
own advanced LL.M. degree. Deadline 
is April 15, 1989. See Placement 
for more information. 
NATIONAL ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
BAR ASSOCIATION 
The NIABA is dedicated to advanc-
ing the interests of the Italian-
American legal community and t o 
improve the administration o f 
justice. The organization seeks law 
students as members. For mor ~ 
information and an application, see 
Placement. 
AA MEETING FOR LAWYERS/STUDENTS 
A closed meeting for lawyers and 
law students is held every Friday 
at noon. For more information 
contact Donn at 591-2201 or 756 -
3372, or call the Lawyer's Assist-
ance Program at 1-448-0605. 
COUNSELING SERVICES 
Donn Marshall, Phd, of the UPS 
Counseling Center, maintains office 
hours at the Law School on Mondays 
and Thursdays. You can schedule an 
appoitment by calling Kathy at 591-
2201. If you want to schedule an 
appointment with any counselor on 
the Main Campus, call 756-3372. 
LEXIS AND WESTLAW CLASS CONTINUE 
Refresher classes and guided labs 
will continue in Room 324 until 
February 10th. All schedules are 
posted on the door to 324 and the 
refresher registration book is at 
Circ/Reserve. Remember, these are 
the last Lexis and WESTLAW classes 
.. 
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This workshop is sponsored by the 
Academic Resource Center, and is 
this Thursday, 1/26: 
Section A - 12 to 1 p.m' r Rm. 505 
Section B/C - 4 to 5 p.m, Rm. 502 





YOU CAN CHOOSE TO DEFER 
CON LAW AND/OR TORTS! 
First year students may elect to 
defer either Constitutional Law or 
Torts or both without any tuition 
penalty if they do so by 5p.m., 
Friday, January 27. 
Students contemplating those 
options should consider the follow-
ing: 
1. Students who defer Torts: 
a. must take the entire five 
hour Torts course offered 
this summer in the evening, 4 
nights per week, presently 
scheduled from June 5 to 
August 8; 
b. will have their fall 2-credit 
grade averaged with a 3-hour 
grade based on their summer 
school performance in Torts; 
and 
c. will pay three hours tuition 
for the summer school 
course. 
2. Students who defer Constitution-
al Law: 
a. must take Constitutional Law 
I and II in the evening next 
fall and spring semesters, 
'89/'90, regardless of in-
structor, and will not be 
permitted to take any other 
courses unless they are 
enrolled in, and are com-
pleting, that year-long 
Constitutional Law class; 
b. will pay the then prevail i ng 
tuition rate for the cours e; 
and 
c. must agree to be evaluated 
on the basis of twenty-nine 
(29) hours for purposes of 
retention. 
3. More generally , students contem-
plating these options should 
consult with Kathy McVay in the 
Financial Aid Office to see wha t 
consequences their election may 
entail. Students who elect to 
defer Torts, for example, may not 
be eligible for financial aid 
this summer, and students who 
elect to defer Constitutional Law 
may have to return some portion 
of their loan. 
We have . adopted this policy be~ 
cause several students inquired 
about these possibilities, and we 
found it difficult to distinguish 
between what seemed to be more and 
less legitimate reasons. While we 
do believe that some circumstances 
may justify the election of one or 
both of these options, we would no t 
encourage their election in the ab-
sence of compelling circumstances. 
There may well be later conse-
quences from either choice, such as 
a later graduation date, later 
qualification for Rule 9 eligibil-
ity, conflict in the availability 
of desired upper division courses, 
etc. Students should see Doris 
Russell, Assistant to Professor 
Carmichael, if they have any ques-
tions. 
THE CORRECT EVENTS LIST 
(The following is a corrected list 
of events and dates - my mistake-
Ed. ) 
Thursday, 2/16, 5 p.m: 
ANN C. SCALES (University of New 
Mexico) will present " A Feminis t 
Critiques the Law" in Room 501, 
followed by a reception in the 
Weyerhaeuser Lounge. 
Friday and Saturday, 3/10 - 11: 
BOARD OF VISITORS ANNUAL MEETING 
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Monday, 4/3, 5 p.m.: · 
RICHARD A. EPSTEIN, (Chicago) , 
will present "A Libertarian Re-
flects on the Law" in Room 501, 
followed by a reception in the 
Weyerhaeuser Lounge. 
Friday, 4/7, HIGH NOON: 
CLARK BYSE (Harvard) will present 
"A Traditionalist Re-Examines the 
Law" in Room 501, followed by a 
reception in the Weyerhaeuser 
Lounge. 
Thursday, 4/13, 8 p.m.: 
The Law School presents Douglas, a 
play about the late Supreme Court 
Justice, William O. Douglas, at 
the Pantages Theater. It is open 
to the Law School and friends of 
the Law School. 
STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 
CLIENT COUNSELING COMPETITION: 
SIGN UP NOW! 
The competition _will be held 
February 24 -. 26 and is open to all 
students. Partners must sign up on 
the Client Counseling door (by the 
courtroom outside the student lou-
nge) by January 30, at 5 p.m. Two 
information meetings will be held: 
Tuesday, 1/24 at HIGH NOON; 
Thursday, 1/26 at 6 p.m. 
Meeting rooms will be posted on 
the Client Counseling Door. If you 
cannot attend either meeting leave a 
note in the Client Counseling box on 
the mezzanine and we will leave an 
information sheet in your student 
box. 
MOOT COURT 
Attention Tausend Competitors! 
Competitors advancing to the oral 
rounds will be ~ posted no later than 
January 27th on the Moot Court 
Boardroom door. Competitor 292-56-
5751 still needs a waiver form by 
Tuesday, January 24, in order to be 
considered. 
AT LA MEETING 
The first general ATLA meeting of 
the year will be held this Thursday, 
1/26, in Room 503. On the agenda are 
the results of the membership fee 
vote, a spring ATLA/attorney recep-
tion, and the end of the year 
banquet. Bring your lunch and your 
suggestions to this meeting. 
PHI DELTA PHI MEETS 
Phi Delta Phi will meet on Tues-
day, 1/24, in Room 104, at 5:15 
p.m. All members and anyone who is 
interested in joining Phi Delta Ph i 
are welcome. 
WOMEN'S LAW CAUCUS MEETS 
The Caucus will meet on Tuesday, 
1/24, in Room 501. If you are 
interested in participating in the 
Community Outreach, please try to 
attend because we will be making 
preparations for our next workshop 
in mid-February. 
SHADOW PROGRAM FOR WOMEN 
LAW STUDENTS 
The Women's Law Caucus and the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chapter of the 
Washington Women Lawyers are spon-
soring the Shadow Program. The 
Shadow Program provides women law 
students an opportunity to view 
various aspects of the legal pro-
fession as experienced by women 
attorneys. Each student will be 
matched with a local attorney. The 
attorney will meet with the student 
to discuss her pratice. She might 
also take the student to court, 
client interviews, depositions, 
etc. Applications to participate 
are available from Kathleen Kelp-
man, the faculty receptionist, and 
at Placement Services. Completed 
applications should be returned to 
Catherine Harker or Brenda Hunt, no 
later than 5 p.m., Friday, February 
3. 
I SBA NOTES I 
SBA ELECTIONS COMING! 
All SBA offices will be up for 
election the last week of February. 
If you have political abitions, 
want to demonstrate your leadership 
Prolific Reporter - January 23, 1989 - Page 4 
ability (especially on your resume); 
get ready to campaign for: 
President, Vice-President, Acade-
mic Standards, Admission, Budget & 
Elections, Curriculum, Evening 
Student Rep, Faculty Evaluation & 
Recruitment, Library & House , 
Placement, Speakers, and Student 
Affairs. 
For a description of the duties of 
each position, look in your student 
handbook. 
This year Hal Bergam, the Evening 
Student's rep , has taken over the 
election job. If you are interested , 
contact Hal through his mailbox or 
in the SBA office in the evening. 
ABA/LSD LAISON POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE 
In the November and January issues 
of Student Lawyer you will find a 
description of what an ABA/LSD 
laison does, how to apply and rea-
sons why you may want to become one. 
This is a national position for 
which any law student can apply and 
involves representing law students 
at the various ABA Section meetings. 
Sections are the backbone of the 
ABA. There are 23 sections that deal 
with various areas of the law from 
Administrative Law to World Order. 
It is easy to apply but you must 
do so before February 3. The appli-
cation form and information is in 
the November issue of Student Law-
yer. For more information, contact 
Chris Green. 
"SUMMER" IN CANADA 
The Centre for Canadian-U.S. Law, 
Detroi t College . of Law, offers 
courses in Canadian law and Cana-
dian-American legal relations, is 
sponsoring a summer internship 
program for American students in 
Ottawa and Montreal. If you are 
interested, you can write: 
John Reifenberg, Director 
Canadian Summer Intern Program 
Centre for Canadian-U . S. Law 
Detroit College of Law 
130 E. Elizabeth Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48201 
Better hurry because the application 
deadline is February 28, 1989. 
ALTERNATIVE 
RELIEF 
by Mary Kohl 
Events for January 23 to January 
30: 
Bruce Hornsby and the Range wi l l 
perform at the Paramount in Seat-
tle, 1/25. Comedian Jay Leno ap-
pears at the Paramount , 1/27. Also 
in Seattle, at the Backstage, Shake 
the Shack Rockabilly Ball II, with 
several bands from the Northwest 
area , 1/28. 
The Bathhouse Theater Shakespeare 
Series begins at A Contemporary 
Theater in Seattle, 1/28 with "Much 
Ado About Nothing." Tickets for all 
these events are available from 
Ticketmaster. The Seattle Art 
Museum's next Sunday afternoon 
series, "Tales From the Japanese 
Cinema" begins with "Kwaidan" , 
1/29. This film series is to be 
shown in conjunction with an exhi -
bition of prints (625-8900 for 
info) . 
In Bellevue, "Woman and Thei r 
Quilts: A Washington State Centen-
nial Tribute" featuring 75 quilts 
dating from 1833 to the present . 
the exhibit is at the Bellevue Ar t 
Museum and runs through 2/14 . 
The new Puget Sound at Seattle 
Chamber Music Series presents 
"Soaring with Strings", 1/29, 
Broadway Performance Hall, 1625 
Broadway, Seattle, at 8 p.m., $7 
admission. Performers are cellist 
Cordelia Wikarski-Miedel, pianis t 
Duane Hulbert, violinist Edward 
Seferian, and will perform the 
Ravel Trio. Violinist Tamara Meinc-
ke, violists Joyce A. Ramee and 
Wesley Dyring, cellist Peggy Brad-
ley, and Rodger Burnett, French 
horn, will perform a Mozart Quin-
tet. A new work by the University's 
resident composer, Lawrence Ebert, 
will also be performed. this con-
cert features artists from the 
Seattle Symphony Orchestra who are 
also teaching at Puget Sound. 
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I SOAPBOX I 
LIKE CHOICE, DUDE! 
A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD 
By Steve Mueller 
A scandal is sweeping UPS Law 
School where evidence is accumulat-
ing that a larger portion of the 
student population has been the 
subject of a bizarre drug experi-
ment. According to reliable sources, 
law students enrolled in certain 
courses have been given intelligence 
enhancing drugs calculated to im-
prove their performance in school. 
The drugs in question, dubbed 
mental-steroids by the medical 
community, were originally developed 
by UpJohn Labs where researchers 
made the accidental discovery that 
hair-growing formulas ingested in 
combination with toner from photo-
copiers could actually make people 
think better. The discovery immedi-
ately came under the scrutiny of the 
FDA as well as the Department of 
Defense because of concern that, 
should the formula fall into foreign 
hands, our enemies might start 
thinking better than us. 
UPS became involved in the FDA's 
program to develop data about men-
tal-steriods because of UPS law 
students' national reputation for 
failing to respond to efforts to get 
them to learn. It was thought that 
inflated mental capacity on the part 
of UPS students would be positive 
proof of the effectiveness of the 
drug. 
There are now clear indications 
that mental-steroids do in fact 
work. Reports from highly placed 
sources in the Law School's adminis-
tration indicate that students in 
all three sections of the fall, 1988 
Constitutional Law II courses have 
been subjects of the experiment. The 
top-secret file which has been 
reviewed by this reporter, that 
students in Professor John Strait's 
class received uniformly high dos-
ages of mental-steroids over the 
course of the term. At the same 
time, members of Professor Wallace 
Rudolph's class received smaller 
though gradually ·· increasing dos-
ages, while Professor David Eng-
dahl's class was held out as a 
control group and received no 
mental-steroids. 
The results were shocking and 
dramatic. From the rough data 
available, it is clear that Profes-
sor Strait's experienced a phenome-
nal surge in their total knowledge 
of Constitutional Law. By contrast, 
Professor Rudolph's class, though 
showing generally good results, 
clearly did not keep pace with the 
high-dosage group. Finally, Profes-
sor Engdahl's control group lagged 
far behind both classes, demonstra-
ting the dismal performance which 
has become the hallmark of the UPS 
law student. 
As might be expected, there is a 
disparity in grades which has 
caused a scramble on the part of 
the UPS administration to mask the 
results. As the second week of the 
new term draws to a close efforts 
are being made to get the three 
professors to alter their grade 
curves arid thus cover-up evidence 
of this strange experiment. There 
was also serious speculation as to 
what effect the spreading scandal 
might have on the UPS accreditation 
process. 
As a final note, there has been 
some discussion that all students 
should be required to submit to 
mental-steroid urinalysis. Clearly, 
such a procedure would be compli-
cated by the likelihood that men-
tal-steroid users could easily 
develop ways to out-smart the test. 
EPITAPH GRAFFITI: 
Remember man, that passeth by, 
As thou is now so once was I; 
And as I am now so must thou be; 
Prepare thyself to follow me. 
Under this was written: 
To follow you I'm not content, 
Until I learn which way you went 
(Churchyard; England, 1825) 
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RUMINATIONS 
by Jeff Fishel 
Despite all the assurances to the 
contrary, grades are determinative 
of your career - at least intially, 
and especially in the private sec-
tor. For example, first-year stu-
dents who did well on their mid-year 
exams will likely be able to find 
summer internships more easily than 
those who did not. When the fall 
term begins , those whose final 
grades are in the top 10 percent of 
the class , and those who worked 
during the previous summer and whose 
grades are near the top 10 percent, 
will find themselves "burdened" with 
nu~erous on-campus interviews and 
some call-backs. 
High grades demonstrate to the 
hiring law firm, as one first-year 
student put it recently, that you 
have "got it" sooner than the rest 
of the students. What this means is 
that you have learned to think as a 
lawyer you have learned to dis-
cover the key issues in a fact 
pattern, anticipate the significant 
arguments and present the best 
argument for your "client." 
Yet there is no getting around the 
fact that grading law school exams 
(essay exams) is a very subjective 
process. Most of us have had the 
experience of walking out of an exam 
knowing that we "killed" it , or 
knowing that we "choked", only to 
find that we did exactly the oppo-
site. And, when we go to look at the 
exam , often we will find few, if 
any, comments or marks on the exam 
to let us know how the professor 
graded. 
You have all heard the story of 
how a professor grades - she stands 
at the top af the stairs with the 
stack of blue books and lets fly. 
Plus, you have heard the story that 
"C" means competent. The one I like 
is that other Western Washington law 
school grades higher than UPS-
obviously a conspiracy to maintain 
the superior position its graduates 
have in the job market. 
Despite this, we use grades to 
make such important decisions as 
whether to remain in law school, o r 
what type of law you feel you would 
do well. or, at the very least, how 
much harder you have t o work to 
raise your grades. 
The grading "stories" are design-
ed, it seems to me . to insulate law 
professors from the enormous impact 
a grade has on a particular stu-
dent's answer to these questions. 
Academic freedom is the flip side 
of this coin. Despite the subjec-
tivity of grading a law school 
exam, professors profess an analy-
tic ability to pick exams whose 
authors deserve a particular grade. 
This ability is so sensitive that a 
professor can not only grade in 
whole steps, but in thirds (C-, C . 
C+). Because of this ability . 
professors demand nearly absolut e 
control of their course. 
And the reality is that th i s 
system of grading is what we are 
stuck with. We are paying to go t o 
law school; and if there is one 
area of the market where caveat 
emptor is applied with fervor, i 
is higher education. Not one of u s 
ca~e here expecting a grading 
system other than what we have. 
Maybe it is for that reason we 
get most upset when this subjective 
grading process is modified because 
the administration perceived some 
kind of malfunction - as with the 
second-year Con Law II grades. What 
were our reasonable expectations 
when we paid our money? Did we 
expect to have our grades adjust e d 
so that all three sections will be 
comparable in 
would be graded 
sors? 
essence that we 
by three profes-
These questions hide the fact 
that what we actually expected is 
that our trust in any professor's 
ability to judge us will be fairly 
and somewhat accurately fulfilled. 
We are not so much upset that the 
system has broken down, as that the 
facade of fairness and accuracy 
broke down and thus needed adjust-
ment. It seems ironic that whether 
we re~ain upset about this adjust-
ment is determined by the grade we 
eventually receive. 
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A STATEMENT OF EXPLANATION 
By Professor Donald 11. Carmichael, Academ i c Chair 
By way of background, some law schools exercise no control 
over individual course grade curves whereas at some schools 
apply a mandatory curve to all course grades. At this 
school the faculty has discussed this matter repeatedly and 
has declined to set any required grade curve. 
Academic Standards Code sec. 8.2. states that although no 
set grade curve is used here, the faculty is committed to 
use informal intra-faculty discussion to reduce 
inconsistencies in first year course grading patterns. This 
results in a consultation process, described below. The 
consultation occurs, but no re~ults are mandated. 
The basic notion is that students are assigned to various 
sections of all first year courses and of Constitutional 
Law. Whereas students may select upper division courses 
based in part on the likely grade curves of individual 
professors, this choice is not available when students are 
assigned to sections ~f required courses. The faculty thus 
is committed to an informal process to consider and possibly 
respond to grade curve disparities between different 
sections of assigned-section required courses. 
The process works as follows, using Property as an example. 
Property professors submit to the Registrar their initial, 
tentative grade roster, using the anonymous exam code 
numbers. The Registrar and Academic Chair then prepare a 
standard chart depicting the grade curve for each 
professor's section grades. The columnar chart shows the 
precise % of students in that section receiving each grade 
(e.g. B+, C, D-), the precise median point of the grade 
curve, and the cumulative % of grades to various levels 
(e.g. cumulative % of grades B- and above). The columnar 
charts showing the grade distribution for each section of 
Property are placed side by side, so that all sections can 
be readily compared. The Property professors then review 
the grade distribution charts for Property, discuss any 
disparities amongst themselves, and perhaps also with the 
Academic Chair or Dean. Based on these discussions, 
professors may re-evaluate exams at various points on the 
curve and, if using a purely arithmetic curve, may adjust 
the points on the curve at which various grade distribution 
cutoffs are made. Needless to say, this process takes time 
and is one reason why grades are often not final and posted 
as rapidly as we would wish. 
Each professor retains discretion to determine what, if any, 
alteration to make on the grade roster as earlier submitted 
to the Registrar. If changes are made, they are submitted 
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to the Registrar by exam code number, e.g." #111, raise from 
C- to C." These adjustments are made solely based on 
adjustments of the grade curve and the ranking of exams 
within that curve. 
When final adjustments are made through the above process, 
grades for the various sections of Property are declared by 
the Registrar and Academic Chair to be final grades and are 
posted. Only after final grades are posted is a computer 
print out prepared and furnished to professors indicating 
the names of individual students and the grades they have 
received. Prior to the posting of final grades in any 
. section or course, professors have no way of associating 
exam numbers with the identity of individual students. The 
above process is therefore conducted anonymously, with any 
changes made only to correct imbalances in a particular 
sections grade curve relative to those of other sections. 
Dean Bond says he will discuss this process at his next 
Dean's Forum, at which I shall also be present. 
(Editor's note - Professor Carmichael said that if nothing drastic occurs. 
the Con Law II grades will be submitted to the Registrar by today, Monday , 
1/23 , and possibly posted today or Tuesday. However, there is no guaran-
tee.) 
ATTENTION 2ND YEAR STUDENTS: NOW tnat al1 tne graaes are 
out (well, almost) and we can actually say we're hair way there, 
LET"S CELEBRATE IIII 
Reserve, Friday, February 10, 1989 for the -HUMP PARTY- (as in 
-over the hump-) at the Bavarian Restaurant (204 N -K- St.) in 
Tacoma. Party starts at 6:00pm and lasts until your feet fall 
off. Be sure to bring your favorite partner because the band 
plays music from the 50·s-80·s. There wil1 be lots of great food 
and {a no host bar. The cost is $5.00/person 
In the spirit of fun, there will be awards given to both students 
and professors in several categories listed below. Please flJl 
out your nomination for each category and turn it in when you 
purchase your ticket for the party. Tickets can be purchased 
from: Hugh Barber, Catherine Harker or Mary Pate (who can 
normally be found in the SBA office, 103-B, between I 1 :OOam 
and 1 :OOpm.) Please purchase tickets and turn in nominations by 
Wednesday J February 8. ' 
The Justice Brennan award for the most verbose response when called on in class. 
The Rich L1ttle award for the best impression of a professor. 
The rumor monger award (person most likely to try to adm it hearsay evidence.) 
The Justice RehnQUist award for rea:tionary opinions. 
The most politically correct sturent award. 
The student 'with the lourest outfit award. 
The award for the student most likely to challenge a professor's credentials. 
The student most likely to start a revolution award. 
The award for the student most likely to have to explain criminal conduct on the bar application. 
The award for the professor you most wish would IJl on sabbatical. 
The most likely to call a female judge "honey" award 
The most likely to be unprepared in class award. 
The award for holding up his/her hand the longest (The Welcome Back Kotter Award.) 
The best overall professor award. 
The least patient professor award. 
The most patient professor award. 
The Don Juan award (fa:ulty only.) 
The professor with the longest resume award. 
The award for the student most I ikely to become a slum lord. 
The award for the sturent most likely to OOversely possess in the library. 
The Arnie Becker Award (student most likely to sleep with client.) 
The Arnie Becker II Award (student most likely to sleep with judge.) 
The best butt - female award. 
The best butt - male award. 
The most likely to defend (the almost late) Ted Bundy award. 
The award for the person most likely to have charocter evidence a:lmitted against him/her. 
The most likely to skip class award. 
The award for the student who most lil<es to hear his/her voice. 
The least effective "brown noser" award. 
The most effective "brown noser" award 
The most likely to default on student loans award. 
The aword for the student most likely to be in the library doing nothing. 
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